
 

 
 
 

August 2019 
 
 
Dear Student and Parents/Guardians: 
 
We hope that you have been able to take advantage of the summer to both relax and prepare for 
the coming school year at Montville Township High School.  We have taken great care in 
preparing an exciting and worthwhile educational program for you.  We begin the 2019-2020 
school year by welcoming back our returning students, as well as our incoming ninth grade 
students—the Class of 2023.  The 2019-2020 school year officially commences for all students 
on Thursday, September 5, 2019.  We will begin the day with an extended homeroom, followed 
by an abbreviated [Day 0] bell schedule. 
 
In addition to the new faces within the student body, MTHS welcomes new faces within the 
faculty and staff.  Throughout the spring and summer, the school administration has 
meticulously interviewed applicants in order to find those professionals that will provide the best 
learning experience for our students. I am confident that the enthusiasm and passion they 
display about education will benefit the district and school on a much larger scale. Our new staff 
will begin their orientation during the week of August 26. They will join the rest of their 
colleagues for a full staff orientation on September 3 & 4. 
 
Mr. David Gelber will be the grade level administrator for our grade 9 and 11 students, and Mr. 
Kenneth Nadzak will be the grade level administrator for our grade 10 and 12 students.  As a 
school administrative team, which includes our Director of School Counseling, Director of 
Special Services, Director of Athletics, and curriculum supervisors, we sincerely hope that the 
2019-2020 school year will be an outstanding one for you. 
 
To help with the transition from summer vacation to school, we have included the following 
information within this letter: 

 Important Dates for the Opening of School 
 Student Planner and Student Handbook/Code of Conduct 
 Drug/Alcohol Policy 
 Snow/Emergency School Closing (SchoolMessenger) 
 Parent Teacher Council (PTC) Membership and Communication 

 
As we have done in past years, all Back-to-School documents and forms are contained within 
Parent Access. These documents must be reviewed and completed via Parent Access prior to the 
first day of school.  A more detailed letter explaining this process will be released in the near 
future through Parent Access. Please note, some of these documents and forms are required 
while others are optional.   
 
In anticipation of the first day of school and new student orientation, we will post live, up-to-date 
schedules on Parent Access beginning on Monday, August 26.  Please take a moment to print a 



 

Page 2 of 3 

copy of your schedule prior to the first day of school.  It will include a complete listing of classes 
(with teacher names and room numbers), hall locker assignment, combination number, and 
homeroom assignment.  These schedules should be considered final; however, questions should 
be directed to your child’s counselor. 
 
We look forward to your child’s safe return to school and the opportunity to personally welcome 
him/her on Thursday, September 5, 2019, and seeing you on Back-to-School Night scheduled 
for Monday, September 23, 2019, at 7:00 p.m.  We remain ready to assist your child in any way 
possible with his/her education and wish him/her every success.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Douglas Sanford 
Principal 
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Important Dates for the Opening of School: 
 
 First Day of School for All Students – September 5, 2019 (Full day – 7:25 a.m. – 2:10 p.m.) 

All students report to their homerooms at 7:25 a.m. (homeroom is listed on your schedule). During 
homeroom, instructions will be given regarding the location of class meetings.  Students will follow 
an abbreviated [Day 0] schedule of classes upon conclusion of the homeroom and class meetings. 

 Back to School Night (7:00 p.m.) in the Auditorium – September 23, 2019 
 

Student Planner and Parent-Student Handbook/Code of Conduct 
A Student Planner will be distributed to all students on the first day of school. It is important to note that 
organization is a cornerstone of student success.  Considering this, the faculty and administration feel 
strongly that every student should utilize his/her Student Planner to organize his/her day and to note 
important dates and assignments.  It is imperative students keep it with them at all times when in school.  
The MTHS Parent-Student Handbook/Code of Conduct, which in past years was published within the 
student planner, can now be found on-line on the MTHS website.  The handbook contains a wealth of 
important information, including bell schedules, grading system, school counseling procedures, and school 
rules, regulations, and policies.  Please become familiar with the entire handbook, especially since it includes 
additions and revisions for 2019-2020.   
 
Drug/Alcohol Policy 
In its continued effort to encourage the prevention of drug/alcohol abuse, the Board of Education has 
adopted a specific district policy and regulation, Policy/Regulation 5530 – Substance Abuse.  It is imperative 
that both students and parents/guardians read and understand this policy, which includes important 
information, procedures, definition of terms, and consequences of violations. This policy can be accessed on 
the district website or by clicking here.   
 
Snow/Emergency School Closing 
In the event of inclement weather or an emergency that necessitates the closing of school, a special 
message will be left on the district’s webpage, www.montville.net.  Also, parents will be notified of any school 
closing or emergency via our SchoolMessenger Alert System.  Please update your contact information via 
Parent Access. 
 
Parent Teacher Council (PTC) Membership  
Research indicates that one of the best indicators of student success in school is the degree to which 
parents and the school work cooperatively. The administration of Montville Township High School strongly 
believes this and, therefore, advocates a close working relationship between parents and the school. One of 
the best ways for parents to become directly involved in their child’s education is to become a member of 
the Parent Teacher Council (PTC). This council will meet five times in the evening during this school year to 
discuss various aspects of the school’s educational program; share important information about school 
activities, events, and procedures; and coordinate volunteer and fundraising initiatives. Those meeting 
dates are September 25, November 21, January 23, March 25, and May 13. The PTC uses the on-line 
Membership Toolkit system to communicate with parents via e-mail, to manage PTC membership, as well 
as, to maintain an on-line directory of students and families. Membership Toolkit can be accessed on the 
PTC portion of the MTHS website. Please note, all senior students applying for PTC sponsored scholarships 
need to have a four year PTC membership in order to qualify. 

https://www.straussesmay.com/seportal/Public/pubELANOnline.aspx?id=f34af56915e34a96a2ae776e8b6b105a
http://www.montville.net/

